132   LIFE AND WORK IN BENARES AND KUMAON.
which has placed Christian instruction under great dis-
advantages.
In consequence of this change some have advocated
the entire withdrawal of mission agency from the schools
where the higher education is imparted. It has been
said, "Why should missionaries from day to day be doing
the work of mere secular teachers, in hope that during
the short time a Hotted for Christian instruction to young
men, indisposed to receive it, they can secure their
spiritual good ? " If they withdraw, what then ? The
alternative is the loss of influence over a class that may
be expected to take the lead in all movements of their
people, and their transfer to teachers who are, in many
cases, the avowed and bitter foes of Christianity, and
whose object will be to imbue them with their own sen-
timents. There is abundant testimony to the fact that
the pupils of mission schools regard missionaries with a
friendly feeling, and diffuse that feeling in their respec-
tive circles, and also show respect for the Gospel even when
they argue ?gainst it to justify their adherence to their
ancestral religion. May it not be hoped, too, that in
many minds a conviction is left that Christianity is the
religion of heaven, although there are formidable ob-
stacles to that conviction obtaining sway over the heart
and life ? There have been instances where the convic-
tion has broken through every obstacle, and has been
avowed by open profession of faith in Christ Our
Missionary Societies may well shrink from the abandon-
ment of a sphere which furnishes the opportunity for
favourable influence over so many minds—and minds, too,
which are sure to be very influential in the community.
The preferable plan has been adopted.   It appears
from the latest statistics that the number of students in

